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Words to Know 

This story happens long 
ago. Il starts [n Europe, 
in the countries of Spain 
and Italy. It then goes 
across the Atlantic Ocean 
to a new world . 1 



ATLA ?,'7tC 

MEAN 


SPAIN 


AFfllCA- 


5 The Life of Columbus. Read the paragraph. Then match each word 
with the correct definition. 

Christopher Cot unions was a great sailor. He wanted to find a new 
route between Europe and A3ia. At the time, some people knew that 
the earth was round. Columbus wanted to sail from Europe to Asia. 

So, he made a long voyage across the Atlantic Ocean. When he landed 
on a small island. Columbus thought he was in Asia. However, lie was 
actually near a completely different continent. He was near North 
America. Some Europeans caned this continent the 'New World' 
as compared to the 'Old World' of Europe 


1. the earth 

2. sail __ 

3. continent 

4 . route_ 

5. sailor_ 

6. voyage _ 

7 . island_ 





a. a person who sails ships as their Job 

b. an area of land that has water all around it 

c. one of the main areas of land in the world 

d. the world on which we live 

b. along tnpal sea 

f. travel using cloth and 
the wind 

g. the way that a person 
goes from one place 
to anot her 


Cmsiopher Cot urn bus 1A61-1S06 
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© Old World Meets New World. Label the map with the 
correct countries. 


the Bahamas 

East Indies 

Italy 

China 

hid la 

Spain 
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hristopher Columbus was born in Italy, 
in 1451. The 1400s were a time of change in 
Europe, At that time, a lot of people in the world 
thought that the earth was flat However, many 
educated Europeans realised that the earth was 
indeed round. 


This possibility of a round earth changed the 
way that people thought, It was also of great interest 
to Columbus When lie was a young man. he decided 
to study geography. 1 He also decided to go to sea. 
Columbus wanted to jind the answer to a major 
geographical problem, 


geography: the study of the countries of the world 
and the cads of the earth. 


P 1 




















At the time, Europeans wanted spices 5 irom 
India and China. However, it cost too much money 
to carry these products from the East using the 
traditional land and sea routes. 


Columbus wanted to find a new sea route from 
Europe to Asia, He knew that the earth was round. 
Because of this, Columbus thought he could reach 
the East by sailing west. However, he also knew that 
sailing around the world would be costly, Therefore, 
he needed a lot of money to find out If lie was right. 


spicer a material used to make food taste good 
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Sequence the Events 


In 1492, Columbus persuaded 1 King Ferdinand 
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pcrftj,idr: make someone agree to do something by talking 
to them about it a lot 


Columbus decided la find! a new sea 
route between Europe end Asia. 


Columbus hiul his ships. He afsu had high hopes 
for this new sea route from Europe to Asia Columbus 
and his group sailed west, but they didn’t know 
what was waiting for them. 


Wha t is the correct order of the events? 
Number lb4. 


Columbus received mane)’ from 
the King and Queen of Spain for 
his voyage, 

Columbus studied geography. 
Columbus sailed west. 


and Queen Isabella of Spain to give him the money 
For the voyage. He received enough money for three 
small ships; the Nina, the Pinta, and the Santa Maria, 









p 



The voyage was very Song. On the 9th of October, 
after a month at sea, the sailors were tired of looking 
for land. They wanted to go back to Europe, Finally, 
Columbus agreed, He said that they would look for 
land for three more clays. Ef there was still no land, 
they would go back to Europe 


Then, just three clays later, on the 12th of October, 
a sailor on the Pinta cried out. 3 He could see land! 


’tired of: tired and warning to stop something 
:i eiy out! sa; something loudly 
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At the time, Columbus didn't know what land they 
could see. People now think the land was actually 
a small island in the Bahamas. It was probably the 
one that is now known as San Salvador. 


Columbus and Ins sailors got into a small boat* 
and went to the island. There, after months at sea, 
they got out of the boat and finally walked onto 
land. The land that would one day be called 
‘the Americas. - 




boat: a snail veil icle for travelling or water 
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However. Columbus didn't realise that tie was 
on a new continent. He believed I hat he and his 
sailors were near the coast of Asia. He thought they 
were in the islands of the East Indies. He even called 
the island people who came to meet him Indians.’ 
Because of this, people incorrectly called Native 
Americans r ‘Indians’ for hundreds of years. 

Columbus returned to Spain. He brought gold, 3 
parrots,* and other things from the New World to 
show the king and queen, For him, this, was the high 
point of his life as a sailor. As a result of his voyage, 
lie was considered by some to be a very important 
man in Europe. 


'Native Americans: certain groups of people who first lived 
in North and South America 
''BQid: a valuable, shiny yellow metal 
parrot: a bird from hoi countries which can sometimes Calk 
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Co/umtius bftwghf pa/rote, 
gold srirj 1 or/ier items from 
tfte New world to the okS. 




















After his first voyage to the New World, Columbus 
didn't just stay in Europe. During his Jife. he made 
three more voyages to the New World. But in the end, 
lie never achieved what he really wanted. He never 
found a route to bring spices from Asia to Europe, 
Columbus was a disappointed 10 man when he died 
on the 20th of May, ISOS. However, questions about 
what Columbus achieved didn't end with his death. 


'"disappointed: unhappy bocausc something was rml as good 
as i 10 pad or expected 
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There are still concerns about Columbus's 
voyage today. For hundreds of years, people 
believed that Columbus was the first European to 
reach the Americas, I low ever, people now know that 
the VUdngft 11 reached North America five hundred 
years earlier than Columbus. It Is true that Columbus 
found a new work! for Europeans to explore, 12 
However, in the end, this exploration caused a 
number of problems for the Native Americans. 

Columbus made 1492 one of the most important 
years In world history. However, this Importance 
was for both good and bad reasons. One thing is 
certain however: on the !2th of October 1492, 
the New World—and the Old—changed forever, 


11 Vikings: groups of people from -Northern Europe who travelled 
by sea between the 700s and 1000s 
U explore; look for and find 


Scan for Information 

Scan page 18 to find tire information. 

1, Who reached North America first? 

2, What was one good effect of 
Columbus's voyage? 

3, What vrasone bad effect of 
Columbus's voyage? 

■ Kc: 
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Alter You Read 


1- On page 4 , the word Educated 1 in paragraph one means: 

A* rich 
informed 
C + uninformed 
Op young 

2. On page 7, the phrase 'these products' in paragraph one refers to; 

A. Europeans 

B. sea routes 

C. spices 

O. India and China 

3* Columbus derided tu sail west because be wanted: 

A. Ld bi'ing spices to Europe, 

B. Lo find an answer to .i problem. 

C. LD reach Asia. 

D. all oF tiie above 

4. King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Italy gave Columbus money. 

A. True 
B« False 

C, Not in test 

5. Which is a good heading foi page 11 * 

A> Sailors Tired of Looking lor Land 

B, Columbus Returns to Europe 

C, Nina Sailor -Sees Land 
D- After Three More Weeks 

S. Columbus sailed a small boat_the island in the Bahamas. 

A. around 

B. in 

0. under 

D. lo 
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7. 


Why did Columbus call the Native American people Indians 1 ? 

A. They were from the East Indies. 

S- He thought he was in the East Indies. 

C- They showed him the way to the East Indies. 

0. They had been called that for hundreds of years. 

8. According to page 17, how many more limes did Columbus go to the 
New World? 

A. Tour 

B. two 

C. one 

D. Untie 

9. On page 18, the phrase "a number ol problems 1 can be replaced by: 

A. a lot of problems 

B. two problems 
c, no problems 

D + much problems 

id. According to page 18, when did the Vikings reach the new world? 

A. 1492 

B. 500 

C. 992 
£>* 1992 

11. What does the writer think ctbout Columbus? 

A. I le was a happy man. 

B. He only did bad things. 

C. He only {.lid good things. 

D. He changed the world. 


21 













Heyerdahl built a special type of boat called a 'raft ! He named it 
the 'Kon-Tiki/ ll was the type of boat that people used to sail across 
the ocean centuries ago. It did not hove an engine, It was made of wood 
and had several sails. Heyerdahl and five other men left Peru on the 28th 
of April, 1947, They sailed west across the Pacific Ocean. Their voyage 
lasted for a hundred and one days and their route was very long. They 
finally arrived at the Polynesian Islands on the 7th of August, 1947. 


The voyage proved that people could sail from South America to 
the Polynesian Islands. However, most scientists still don't agree with 
Heyerdahl's idea. They don't believe that the people of Polynesia are 
■from South America. According to them,, most scientific research says 
differently They argue that people from 
the Polynesian Islands do not have a lot in 
common with people from South America. 

They thmk they have more an common 
with people from Asia. Time! 



0 


Word Count; 318 



































Vocabulary List 


boat ( 12 ) 
continent (2,14) 
cry out ( 11 ) 
disappointed (17) 
earth (2, 4, 7) 
explore (18) 
geography (4, 9) 
gold (14) 
island (2, 12 , 14) 
parrot (14) 
persuade ( 8 ) 
route (2,7,8, 9,17) 
sail (2, 7, 8, 9) 
sailor (2, 11,12,14) 
spice (7,17) 
tired of ( 11 ) 

voyage (2, 8, 9, 11, 14,17) 
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